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assumes that the mere "ipse dixit" of the India Offloa
now carries any conviction in matters of this kind.

When the late Labour Government was in office,
it looked as though the combined wisdom of Lord Irwin,
Mr. Benn and Lord Sankey might effect a real partner-
ship between Great Britain and India upon tho basis of
responsible self-government; Lord Sankey, indeed in-
sisted that it was mainly to secure this that he continued-
in office under the National Government.

DIVIDE AND RULE

It is plain to every observer that the whole spirit
of the administration has changed. Repression has
succeeded to conciliation as the basis of policy. Men
in the sincerity of whose faith in India's ideals it ,is
impossible to believe are now in control. They are
playing the old game of seeking to divide and govern
or crush by force the yearnings of a people for
freedom. They are bound to fail. They tried that
policy in Ireland; they tried it in America and Russia
tried it in Poland. Austria tried it in Italy. Th$
end of such policy has always been disastrous to the
people which attempts it. I believe it is still not too
late to make genuine agreement with the leaders of
Indian opinion if we remember the great axiom of
Burke that magnanimity in politics is not seldom the
greatest virtue. Sir Samuel Hoare has forgotten that
maxim; and he is committing the British people to